INTRODUCTION
During the course of the preparation of the treatment of the Lecythidaceae for the Flora of Peninsular Malaysia three new species were found in the field and herbaria and the status of the genus Abdulmajidia was assessed. Since these involve nomenclatural changes, which are not permitted in the Flora, they are presented here.
Abdulmajidia
This genus was described by Whitmore (1974) for two species that differed from other Malaysian species of Barringtonia in having more than one seed in the fruit. This was the sole character upon which the genus was based. Recently two more species of Abdulmajidia were described by El-Sherif & Latiff (2006) and Barringtonia rimata Chantar. was transferred to Abdulmajidia. My analysis of these two genera for the Flora found that the species placed in Abdulmajidia are very closely related to Barringtonia macrostachya (Jack) Kurz and B. scortechinii King. Outside of Malaysia several other species of Barringtonia sometimes have more than one seed, for example B. hallieri Knuth from Borneo, a species also closely related to this complex. These species all seem to fall within the variation of Barringtonia and so I will treat Abdulmajidia as a synonym of Barringtonia in the Flora and the necessary new combinations are made here. Tree to 35 m tall, bark grey/brown patched, smooth, inner bark pink. Leaves clustered at end of branches, lamina subsessile with short petioles 0-8 mm long, obovate-spathulate, broadest well above middle, subcoriaceous, drying reddish brown, 14-28 by 6-13 cm, densely hirsute on venation beneath, tapering sharply towards base, mucronate at apex, the mucro 10-16 mm long; margins serrate-crenulate; midrib prominulous above, prominent beneath; primary veins 16 -21 pairs. Cataphylls lanceolate, 8-10 mm long. Inflorescence terminal, pendulous, the rachis to 1 m long, densely ferruginous pubescent. Flowers sessile, small 3-4 mm long; calyx open in bud; hypanthium and sepals densely ferrugineous pubescent on exterior; petals ovate, c. 5 mm long; stamens 1.5-2 cm long, in 3 whorls, the inner one staminodal. Fruit ovoid, 7-10 by 3-5 cm, green turning brown with age, exocarp smooth, ferrugineous puberulous, rounded or tapering towards apex and base.
Barringtonia rimata
Habitat -Collected in disturbed forest and secondary forest at low altitudes on non-flooded ground. Note -This species is closest to B. fusiformis King from which it differs in the hirsute underside of the leaves, the spathulate shape being much broader well above the midpoint, and in the smaller flowers and the broader, larger fruit. The specific name refers to the distinctive reddish brown colour of the leaves of the dried herbarium specimens. 2. Barringtonia glomerata Prance, sp. nov. -Fig. 3 Species B. macrostachya affinis sed foliis maioribus, latioribus, mucronatis, floribus ad apicem rachidis glomeratis differt. Tree c.10 m tall, twigs glabrous. Leaves grouped towards end of branches, petioles 6 -10 cm long, glabrous, swollen at junction with stem; lamina oblong, coriaceous, 30 -38 by 11-15 cm, glabrous on both surfaces, abruptly mucronate at apex, the mucro 5 -6 mm long, tapering to cuneate base, decurrent for 1.5 cm onto petiole; midrib prominulous above, prominent beneath; primary veins 16-19 pairs, venation reticulate on both surfaces; margins entire and slightly undulate. Cataphylls not seen. Inflorescence terminal, the rachis (in bud) 25 cm long, 6-7 mm thick, glabrous, flaking when dry. Flowers grouped at extreme tip of rachis, sessile; bracts broadly ovate with fine mucronate apex, 10 by 13 mm; calyx closed in bud; hypanthium conical, c. 5 mm long, glabrous, slightly tetragonous; sepals broadly ovate, c. 1 cm long, mucronate; stamens in 4 or 5 whorls, the inner one staminodal; filaments c. 4 cm long. Fruit unknown.
Notes on the Lecythidaceae of Peninsular Malaysia
Habitat -No data on habitat.
Note -This species is closest to B. macrostachya but differs in the clustered flowers at the tip of the inflorescence rachis, the broader leaves with entire not crenate margins and the abrupt mucro at the apex rather than a thin long acumen. Known only from the type collection from the Kedah-Perak border.
3. Barringtonia norshamiae Prance, sp. nov. -Fig. 2 Species B. racemosa affinis, floribus parvioris, fructibus maioribus haud tetragonatis, foliis ad basim cuneatis differt. Small tree 8-18 m tall; bark brown to grey, thickly fissured, inner bark pink. Leaves grouped towards end of branches arranged in storeys, subsessile, petioles 0 -5 mm, slightly winged; lamina chartaceous, narrowly oblong, 15-37 by 4-9 cm, glabrous on both surfaces, acuminate at apex, the acumen 8-15 mm long, tapering gradually to a cuneate base, margins serrate-crenulate, slightly revolute; midrib prominulous above, prominent beneath; primary veins 14 -24 pairs, prominent beneath. Cataphylls lanceolate, membranous, to 3 cm long. Inflorescence terminal or ramiflorous, pendulous, the rachis glabrous. Flowers with pedicels 9 -17 mm long; calyx open in bud; hypanthium conoid, 2-3 mm, glabrous; sepals ovate, c. 2.5 by 2 mm, glabrous; petals cream; stamens in 4 whorls the inner one staminodal, pink. Fruit ovoid, 7.5-8 by 3-4 cm, terete, exocarp smooth, glabrous, green tinted pink when mature, with 4 knob-like protrusions at base.
Habitat -Mixed lowland dipterocarp forest growing near rivers or among rocks, to 750 m.
Note -This species differs from B. racemosa (L.) Spreng. in the larger ovoid not angled fruit, the much smaller flowers on long pedicels and the tapered leaf bases. It differs from B. revoluta Merr. with which it has been confused, in the smaller flowers, the much thinner chartaceous leaves that are almost sessile and with only slightly revolute margins. The specimens cited here has been variously filed in herbaria under B. racemosa, B. revoluta and B. fusiformis and Payens (1967) identified some of this material as B. revoluta. The latter species as defined here occurs only in Borneo and the Philippines, but not in Peninsular Malaysia. This species is named for Norsham Yaakob, a student of Barringtonia at the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM).
